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Course Information

Democracy in the United States is looking a bit rickety. A notable
portion of the American populace, often long before any ballots are
cast, holds a persistent belief that the electoral process is flawed or
‘rigged’. This sentiment is exacerbated by instances where the ma-
jority’s preferences seem to be ignored or sidelined. In recent years,
there have been notable shifts in the judiciary, with long-established
legal precedents being overturned, often contrary to widespread public
opinion. Additionally, the progress achieved in the realm of voting
rights since the 1960s is facing setbacks in numerous states. A partic-
ularly alarming indication of the vulnerability of our democratic in-
stitutions occurred five years ago with the then (and now)-president’s
unconstitutional attempts to maintain power, culminating in a violent
insurrection against the U.S. government.

This course will provide an in-depth exploration of the essential
aspects of representation and voting rights, concentrating on ensur-
ing election integrity, achieving fair redistricting, and promoting a
just democracy. We will confront contemporary challenges to our
democratic processes and consider a range of reforms to strengthen
democratic representation in our society. We will discuss how political
polarization is impacting even non-political institutions. An example
of this is the recent campaign against the former president of Harvard,
who was both the university’s first Black president and second female
president. Her academic background in political science, with a focus
overlapping this course’s content, adds relevance to this discussion.

The course is structured to provide a comprehensive understand-
ing of these issues, encouraging critical analysis and informed debate
about the state and future of democracy in the United States. The
course will combine lectures with interactive discussions, case stud-
ies, (potentially) guest speakers, and project-based learning. Students
will engage in critical analysis of current events, participate in simula-
tions, and conduct research projects to propose solutions for enhancing
democratic representation.
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1. Materials: We will use a variety of materials, all of which will be
make available to you at no cost.

2. Meetings: We will meet on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 2:00pm
to 3:20pm. Posner Hall (POS) 153

3. Electronics: In this course, the use of laptops and other electronic
devices is permitted with the understanding that they are powerful
tools for learning when used appropriately. However, it is crucial to
recognize that any usage outside of regular course-related activities
can be a significant distraction to both the user and surrounding
peers. You may not use laptops, iPads, etc., in class except to the
extent that it furthers your learning for our class. Please put away
your phones before class begins. Failure to abide by this clause can
result in a reduction in your grade.

4. Evaluation: Final Grades will be assigned based on the following
weights:
Surveys = 2% of Final Grade.
Online Discussion Board = 15%
In-class Exercises = 18%
Book Club = 10%
Redistricting Plan = 25%
- Phase 1 = 5%
- Phase 2 = 10%
- Phase 3 = 10%
Exams (2) = 30%
- Exam 1 (15%)
- Exam 2 (15%)

- Penalties for unpreparedness in class discussions

Grade cut points shall be:

A: 90%+
B: 80%+
C: 70%+
D: 60%+
R: 59%-

5. Communication: My office hours are Thursdays from 10:00 AM–
12:00 PM in my office, 374 Posner Hall. If you would like to meet
outside of these hours, please email me at cervas@cmu.edu and
we can arrange a time to meet, either in my office or on Zoom.
In addition to course-related questions, I am happy to talk about
broader issues related to your college experience, including whether
law school or graduate school might be a good fit for you.

https://www.cmu.edu/computing/services/teach-learn/tes/classrooms/locations/porter.html
cervas@cmu.edu
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The Teaching Assistant for this class is Eli Half. Eli’s email is
elih@andrew.cmu.edu.

Key Topics

• Redistricting and Gerrymandering: Exploring the process of re-
districting, its impact on political representation, and the ongoing
debate over gerrymandering.

• Election Systems and Their Impact: Analysis of different electoral
systems and their effects on political representation and voter en-
gagement.

• Challenges to Equitable Democracy: Investigating contemporary
challenges such as voter suppression, electoral integrity, and politi-
cal polarization.

• Reform and the Future of Democracy: Discussing potential reforms
like ranked-choice voting, redistricting commission

Course Plan

Throughout this course, we will delve into the multifaceted concept of
representation, focusing on three key areas:
1) the intricacies of voting rights,
2) the dynamics of electoral democracy and representation, and
3) the technicalities of formal representation, particularly redistricting.

While the primary lens of our study will be the American political
system, the universality of democracy and representation means that
we may also draw valuable insights from other global systems. Our
exploration will begin with an in-depth look at the theoretical foun-
dations of representation, framed within the context of democratic
norms and the legal and constitutional frameworks that define U.S.
institutions. A significant portion of the course will be dedicated to
a historical review of voting rights in America, tracing their evolu-
tion and current state. A crucial aspect of legislative elections in the
U.S. is their organization in single-member districts, necessitating the
redrawing of district boundaries every ten years. We will allocate sev-
eral weeks to thoroughly understand this redistricting process. This
will not only include learning how to create legally compliant elec-
toral maps but also exploring the potential for and implications of
manipulated districting, which can yield partisan or racial advantages.
Additionally, we will develop the skills to identify and assess features
in redistricting plans that may indicate such biases.

mailto:elih@andrew.cmu.edu
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Course Components and Grading

Missing and Late Assignments
This course proceeds according to a strict progression from topic

to topic, which ensures fairness, consistency, and a shared baseline
of preparation for all students. Failing to complete the readings will
derail your progress and undermine our ability to build on prior ma-
terial. For that reason, late work frowned upon, and any materials
not submitted by the assigned deadline will have an automatic point
deduction of 1% per hour.

I am taking this opportunity to make my expectations for CMU
students explicit. Course assignments are designed to reflect these
expectations, and students will be graded accordingly. If you feel
you need to strengthen any of the skills described below, please visit
during office hours or schedule an appointment outside of the posted
times.

Assignments
I have made all of the readings available in our Canvas page, for

your convenience.

(i) Matthew J. Streb, Rethinking American Electoral Democracy
(Routledge 3rd Edition) (2015) (“Streb”);

(ii) National Conference Of State Legislatures, Redistricting Law 2020
(2019) (“NCSL”);

(iii) Mazo, Eugene D. (ed.), The Oxford Handbook of American
Election Law, Oxford Handbooks (2024; online edn, Oxford Aca-
demic, 22 Oct. 2024), https://doi.org/10.1093/oxfordhb/
9780197547922.001.0001 (“Mazo”); or

(iv) Additional readings available either at the websites noted below
or on Canvas.

About the Instructor

Jonathan Cervas is an Assistant Teaching Professor in political science
at Carnegie Mellon University, where he teaches courses on Ameri-
can politics, constitutional law, elections, and quantitative methods.
His research focuses on political institutions, elections, redistricting,
and voting rights, and has been published in leading journals across
political science, law, economics, and geography. He has served as a
court-appointed special master and expert in major redistricting and

https://doi.org/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780197547922.001.0001
https://doi.org/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780197547922.001.0001
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voting rights cases across multiple states, and is a Research Associate
with the Electoral Innovation Lab and the Princeton Gerrymandering
Project. Dr. Cervas earned his PhD from the University of California,
Irvine.

Course Outline

Listed under “Modules” in Canvas. Readings for the next session will
be assigned at the of each session.

Representation and Voting Rights

Course Syllabus

Unit I: Redistricting & Gerrymandering

1. Voting Rights: An Introduction

• Keyssar, Alexander. “Introduction.” In The Right to Vote: The
Contested History of Democracy in the United States, revised
ed. New York: Basic Books/Perseus Books Group, 2009.

2. The Census

• Levitt, Justin. “The Census.” Ch. 27 in The Oxford Handbook
of American Election Law, ed. Eugene D. Mazo. Oxford: Oxford
University Press, 2024, pp. 665–692. https://doi.org/10.1093/
oxfordhb/9780197547922.013.45

• National Conference of State Legislatures (NCSL). “Census.”
https://www.ncsl.org/elections-and-campaigns/census

• U.S. Code: STATUTE-1-Pg101 (statutory excerpt)

Discussion: 1/27

3. One Person, One Vote

• Eisler, Jacob. “One Person, One Vote.” Ch. 22 in The Oxford
Handbook of American Election Law, ed. Eugene D. Mazo. Oxford:
Oxford University Press, 2024, pp. 545–568. https://doi.org/10.
1093/oxfordhb/9780197547922.013.41

https://doi.org/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780197547922.013.45
https://doi.org/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780197547922.013.45
https://www.ncsl.org/elections-and-campaigns/census
https://doi.org/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780197547922.013.41
https://doi.org/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780197547922.013.41
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• National Conference of State Legislatures (NCSL). “Equal Pop-
ulation.” https://www.ncsl.org/elections-and-campaigns/
equal-population

Discussion: 1/27

4. Redistricting Criteria

• Cover, Benjamin Plener. “Redistricting Criteria.” Ch. 23 in The
Oxford Handbook of American Election Law, ed. Eugene D. Mazo.
Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2024, pp. 569–592. https://doi.
org/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780197547922.013.21

• National Conference of State Legislatures (NCSL). “Redistricting
Principles and Criteria.” https://www.ncsl.org/elections-and-campaigns/
redistricting-principles-and-criteria

Discussion: 1/29

5. Dave’s Redistricting App (DRA 2020)

Hands-on mapping lab using Dave’s Redistricting App (DRA 2020).
All articles from the Dave’s Redistricting publication on Medium.

• Bradlee, Dave. “Getting Started in DRA 2020.” Dave’s Redistrict-
ing, August 3, 2020. https://medium.com/dra-2020/getting-started-in-dra-2020-84b76e6ae014

• Bradlee, Dave. “Building Your District Map.” Dave’s Redis-
tricting, January 10, 2022. https://medium.com/dra-2020/
building-your-district-map-c4368670648e

• Ramsay, Alec. “Painting With Blocks.” Dave’s Redistricting, Jan-
uary 7, 2022. https://medium.com/dra-2020/painting-with-blocks-388b80898bb9

• Ramsay, Alec. “Importing Maps.” Dave’s Redistricting, August 26,
2021. https://medium.com/dra-2020/importing-maps-67b0085c1ab6

• Ramsay, Alec. “District Statistics.” Dave’s Redistricting, January
16, 2022. https://medium.com/dra-2020/district-statistics-280ea441569b

• Ramsay, Alec. “Analytics.” Dave’s Redistricting. https://medium.
com/dra-2020/analytics-59248d799ea8

Discussion: 2/3

https://www.ncsl.org/elections-and-campaigns/equal-population
https://www.ncsl.org/elections-and-campaigns/equal-population
https://doi.org/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780197547922.013.21
https://doi.org/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780197547922.013.21
https://www.ncsl.org/elections-and-campaigns/redistricting-principles-and-criteria
https://www.ncsl.org/elections-and-campaigns/redistricting-principles-and-criteria
https://medium.com/dra-2020/getting-started-in-dra-2020-84b76e6ae014
https://medium.com/dra-2020/building-your-district-map-c4368670648e
https://medium.com/dra-2020/building-your-district-map-c4368670648e
https://medium.com/dra-2020/painting-with-blocks-388b80898bb9
https://medium.com/dra-2020/importing-maps-67b0085c1ab6
https://medium.com/dra-2020/district-statistics-280ea441569b
https://medium.com/dra-2020/analytics-59248d799ea8
https://medium.com/dra-2020/analytics-59248d799ea8
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6. Racial Gerrymandering

• Ross, Bertrall L., II. “Racial Gerrymandering.” Ch. 25 in The
Oxford Handbook of American Election Law, ed. Eugene D. Mazo.
Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2024, pp. 617–640. https://doi.
org/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780197547922.013.24

• National Conference of State Legislatures (NCSL). “Racial and
Language Minorities.” https://www.ncsl.org/elections-and-campaigns/
racial-and-language-minorities

Discussion: 2/5
In-Class Assignment due 2/9

7. The Voting Rights Act

• Mulroy, Steven J. “Understanding Section 2.” Ch. 29 in The Oxford
Handbook of American Election Law, ed. Eugene D. Mazo. Oxford:
Oxford University Press, 2024, pp. 721–748. https://doi.org/10.
1093/oxfordhb/9780197547922.013.7

• Katz, Ellen D. “Erasing Section 2?” Ch. 30 in The Oxford Hand-
book of American Election Law, ed. Eugene D. Mazo. Oxford: Ox-
ford University Press, 2024, pp. 749–770. https://doi.org/10.
1093/oxfordhb/9780197547922.013.31

• Tolson, Franita. “Eulogizing Section 5.” Ch. 31 in The Oxford
Handbook of American Election Law, ed. Eugene D. Mazo. Oxford:
Oxford University Press, 2024, pp. 771–794. https://doi.org/10.
1093/oxfordhb/9780197547922.013.6

• Fuentes-Rohwer, Luis E. and Guy-Uriel E. Charles. “The Passage
and Reauthorization of the Voting Rights Act.” Ch. 28 in The
Oxford Handbook of American Election Law, ed. Eugene D. Mazo.
Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2024, pp. 695–720. https://doi.
org/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780197547922.013.39

Discussion: 2/10

8. Partisan Gerrymandering

• Grofman, Bernard and Jonathan Cervas. “Partisan Gerryman-
dering.” Ch. 68 in Elgar Encyclopedia of Public Choice, ed. R.M.
Jong-A-Pin. Cheltenham: Edward Elgar Publishing. https:
//www.elgaronline.com

• Stephanopoulos, Nicholas O. “Partisan Gerrymandering.” Ch. 24
in The Oxford Handbook of American Election Law, ed. Eugene

https://doi.org/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780197547922.013.24
https://doi.org/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780197547922.013.24
https://www.ncsl.org/elections-and-campaigns/racial-and-language-minorities
https://www.ncsl.org/elections-and-campaigns/racial-and-language-minorities
https://doi.org/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780197547922.013.7
https://doi.org/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780197547922.013.7
https://doi.org/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780197547922.013.31
https://doi.org/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780197547922.013.31
https://doi.org/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780197547922.013.6
https://doi.org/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780197547922.013.6
https://doi.org/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780197547922.013.39
https://doi.org/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780197547922.013.39
https://www.elgaronline.com
https://www.elgaronline.com
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D. Mazo. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2024, pp. 593–616.
https://doi.org/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780197547922.013.10

Discussion: 2/12

9. Language Assistance (Supplemental)

• Daniels, Gilda R. “Language Provisions and Assistance.” Ch. 32
in The Oxford Handbook of American Election Law, ed. Eugene
D. Mazo. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2024, pp. 795–814.
https://doi.org/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780197547922.013.37

10. Redistricting Commissions

• Manheim, Lisa Marshall. “Redistricting Commissions.” Ch. 26
in The Oxford Handbook of American Election Law, ed. Eugene
D. Mazo. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2024, pp. 641–664.
https://doi.org/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780197547922.013.18

• National Conference of State Legislatures (NCSL). “Redistricting
Commissions.” https://www.ncsl.org/elections-and-campaigns/
redistricting-commissions

Discussion: 2/19

Exam 1 — Due 2/24 (66 pts)

Unit II: Representation

1. Missouri Expert Report

Discussion: 2/26

2. Ranked Choice Voting

• “What Is Ranked Choice Voting?” NBC News Now, 2024. [Video]
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B_6y19nIRNU

• Bouton, Laurent. “Ranked-Choice Voting.” Democracy Reform
Primer Series. [PDF]

Discussion: 3/10

https://doi.org/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780197547922.013.10
https://doi.org/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780197547922.013.37
https://doi.org/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780197547922.013.18
https://www.ncsl.org/elections-and-campaigns/redistricting-commissions
https://www.ncsl.org/elections-and-campaigns/redistricting-commissions
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B_6y19nIRNU
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3. Computers and Redistricting

• Steingart, Alma. “Law, Computing and Redistricting in the 1960s.”
Ch. 8 in Political Geometry: Rethinking Redistricting in the US
with Math, Law, and Everything In Between, ed. Moon Duchin
and Olivia Walch. Cham: Birkhäuser, 2022, pp. 163–177. https:
//doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-69161-9_8

• Deford, Daryl and Moon Duchin. “Random Walks and the Uni-
verse of Districting Plans.” Ch. 17 in Political Geometry: Rethink-
ing Redistricting in the US with Math, Law, and Everything In
Between, ed. Moon Duchin and Olivia Walch. Cham: Birkhäuser,
2022.

Discussion: 3/17 (Steingart), 3/19 (Deford & Duchin)

4. The Voting Rights Act (Revisited)

• Katz, Ellen D. “Erasing Section 2?” Ch. 30 in The Oxford Hand-
book of American Election Law, ed. Eugene D. Mazo. Oxford: Ox-
ford University Press, 2024, pp. 749–770. https://doi.org/10.
1093/oxfordhb/9780197547922.013.31

• Fuentes-Rohwer, Luis E. and Guy-Uriel E. Charles. “The Passage
and Reauthorization of the Voting Rights Act.” Ch. 28 in The
Oxford Handbook of American Election Law, ed. Eugene D. Mazo.
Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2024, pp. 695–720. https://doi.
org/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780197547922.013.39

Discussion: 3/31 (Katz), 4/2 (Fuentes-Rohwer & Charles)

5. Voting Fraud in U.S. Elections (?)

Please read all of the following before class discussion. The first piece
is the longest and most substantial.

• Levitt, Justin. “The Truth About Voter Fraud.” Brennan Center
for Justice, November 9, 2007. https://www.brennancenter.org/
our-work/research-reports/truth-about-voter-fraud

• Tisler, Derek and Lawrence Norden. “Beware of Novel Claims of
2020 Election Fraud.” Brennan Center for Justice, March 13, 2026.
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/
beware-novel-claims-2020-election-fraud

• Kamarck, Elaine. “How Widespread Is Election Fraud in the
United States? Not Very.” Brookings Institution, October 28, 2024.
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/how-widespread-is-election-fraud-in-the-united-states-not-very/

https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-69161-9_8
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-69161-9_8
https://doi.org/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780197547922.013.31
https://doi.org/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780197547922.013.31
https://doi.org/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780197547922.013.39
https://doi.org/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780197547922.013.39
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/truth-about-voter-fraud
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/truth-about-voter-fraud
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/beware-novel-claims-2020-election-fraud
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/beware-novel-claims-2020-election-fraud
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/how-widespread-is-election-fraud-in-the-united-states-not-very/
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• Weiser, Wendy R. and Harold Ekeh. “The False Narrative of
Vote-by-Mail Fraud.” Brennan Center for Justice, April 10, 2020.
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/analysis-opinion/
false-narrative-vote-mail-fraud

• Brennan Center for Justice. “Citizenship & Voting.” Updated
September 13, 2024. (Short article + video) https://www.brennancenter.
org/our-work/research-reports/noncitizen-voting-illegal

• MIT Election Data & Science Lab. “Learning From Elections:
Correcting Voter Fraud Misperceptions.” 2024. [Video] https:
//www.youtube.com/watch?v=xNOPtp9onbE

• Walker, Carter. “Pennsylvania Official Who Exposed Nonciti-
zen Voting Says Threat Is Exaggerated.” Votebeat (in partnership
with Spotlight PA), April 9, 2026. https://www.votebeat.org/
pennsylvania/2026/04/09/al-schmidt-philadelphia-noncitizen-voting/
(NEW for 2027)

Discussion: 4/7

6. Electoral Reforms

• Hasen, Richard. “The Past, Present, and Future of Election Re-
form.” Ch. in The Oxford Handbook of American Election Law,
ed. Eugene D. Mazo. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2024.
https://academic.oup.com/edited-volume/58803/chapter/
489211013

• FairVote and Protect Democracy. “A Primer on Party Prefer-
ential Voting.” April 9, 2026. https://fairvote.org/report/
a-primer-on-party-preferential-voting/

• Rosenbower, Bryce. “The Single Transferable Vote and Propor-
tional Representation in the People’s House.” California Law Re-
view (online), 2021. https://www.californialawreview.org/
online/the-single-transferable-vote-and-proportional-representation-in-the-peoples-house

• U.S. Election Assistance Commission. “Alternative Voting Methods
in the United States.” March 2023. https://www.eac.gov/sites/
default/files/electionofficials/Final_Alternative_Voting_
Methods_in_the_United_States_508.pdf

Discussion: 4/21

https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/analysis-opinion/false-narrative-vote-mail-fraud
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/analysis-opinion/false-narrative-vote-mail-fraud
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/noncitizen-voting-illegal
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/noncitizen-voting-illegal
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xNOPtp9onbE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xNOPtp9onbE
https://www.votebeat.org/pennsylvania/2026/04/09/al-schmidt-philadelphia-noncitizen-voting/
https://www.votebeat.org/pennsylvania/2026/04/09/al-schmidt-philadelphia-noncitizen-voting/
https://academic.oup.com/edited-volume/58803/chapter/489211013
https://academic.oup.com/edited-volume/58803/chapter/489211013
https://fairvote.org/report/a-primer-on-party-preferential-voting/
https://fairvote.org/report/a-primer-on-party-preferential-voting/
https://www.californialawreview.org/online/the-single-transferable-vote-and-proportional-representation-in-the-peoples-house
https://www.californialawreview.org/online/the-single-transferable-vote-and-proportional-representation-in-the-peoples-house
https://www.eac.gov/sites/default/files/electionofficials/Final_Alternative_Voting_Methods_in_the_United_States_508.pdf
https://www.eac.gov/sites/default/files/electionofficials/Final_Alternative_Voting_Methods_in_the_United_States_508.pdf
https://www.eac.gov/sites/default/files/electionofficials/Final_Alternative_Voting_Methods_in_the_United_States_508.pdf
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Exam 2 — Due 4/23 (42 pts)

Supplemental Textbook: Streb Chapters

Streb, Matthew J. Rethinking American Electoral Democracy, 3rd
ed. New York: Routledge, 2016. (Controversies in Electoral Democ-
racy and Representation series)

• Ch. 1 — “Creating a Model Electoral Democracy”
• Ch. 2 — “Factors that Influence Voter Turnout”
• Ch. 3 — “The Offices We Elect”
• Ch. 4 — “Direct Democracy”
• Ch. 5 — “Ballot Laws”
• Ch. 6 — “Voting Machines”
• Ch. 7 — “The Redistricting Process”
• Ch. 8 — “Presidential Primaries”
• Ch. 9 — “The Electoral College”
• Ch. 10 — “Campaign Finance”
• Ch. 11 — “Conclusion: Moving Toward a Model Electoral Democ-

racy”

Online Discussion Board: Students are expected to participate
in online discussion boards for each class. You must include three
interactions on the discussion board. This participation includes either
(a) posting a discussion question or (b) answering other questions
posted by your colleagues. You should have three separate entries
in the discussion board, and one post with three questions will be
counted as a single interaction. These entries must be posted before
midnight on the day before class and start on January 20th. When
posting, please avoid duplicate questions, and responses should show
critical engagement with the questions beyond “I agree” or “Nice
question.” You can skip the posts for four classes of your choosing
and do not have to complete an entry for the midterm or final exam
classes. If you register late for the class – you have one week following
your course registration to complete any missed posts.

In-class exercises: Throughout the semester, we will have several
in-class exercises. These are short, creative-type assignments designed
to support your other assignments and to provoke thoughtful eval-
uations of our democracy. You will be able to collaborate in teams,
but each student must submit individually. You will begin these in
class and will have until the following day at midnight to submit on
Canvas. They will be graded as either satisfactorily completed or in-
complete. You can miss up to one exercise and still receive full points.
This replaces “participation” as part of your grade, and can not be
excused or made up.
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The Book Club is not a presentation or writing assignment. It
is a discussion-based component of the course. Your responsibility is
to read carefully, show up prepared, and engage seriously with your
peers.

Redistricting Plan Students will design, evaluate, and defend
congressional redistricting plans through a structured, multi-phase
assignment. Students create their own plan for a given jurisdiction. In
Phase 1 (in-class), students exchange plans and conduct peer evalua-
tions using core criteria such as population equality, partisan balance,
compactness, and county splits. In Phase 2 (take-home), students
write an analytical report identifying and demonstrating a key defi-
ciency in a peer’s plan using comparative evidence, including tables,
maps, and other visualizations grounded in census data. In Phase 3
(take-home), students respond to critiques of their own plan with a
structured, evidence-based defense, directly addressing claims and jus-
tifying tradeoffs. The assignment emphasizes quantitative reasoning,
visual analysis, and the normative tradeoffs inherent in redistricting.

Exams: Exams will be held twice during the semester. It will
test you primarily on the course readings, but may include questions
stemming from lecture or class discussion. Many of the questions
will be drawn from the online discussion board, where you will be
providing questions.

AI Use Policy for Student Work

As artificial intelligence (AI) tools become increasingly accessible, it
is important to clarify expectations for their use in this course. You
are welcome to use AI technologies (such as ChatGPT, Grammarly, or
similar tools) to support your independent work—such as brainstorm-
ing ideas, checking grammar, or improving the clarity of your writing.
However, you may not use AI to generate substantive content
that you submit as your own original work. All assignments,
essays, and projects must reflect your own analysis, critical thinking,
and voice.

Permitted Uses of AI:

• Outlining or organizing your thoughts
• Checking grammar, spelling, or clarity
• Generating ideas or prompts to help you get started
• Reviewing your own drafts for readability

Prohibited Uses of AI:

• Submitting AI-generated essays, paragraphs, or answers as your
own work
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• Using AI to complete assignments, discussion posts, or projects in
place of your own effort

• Copying and pasting AI-generated content without substantial
revision and personal input

If you use AI tools in your process, you must disclose how you
used them in a brief note at the end of your assignment (e.g., “I used
ChatGPT to help brainstorm ideas for my outline.”).

Violations:
Submitting AI-generated content as your own is considered academic
dishonesty and will be treated as a violation of the university’s aca-
demic integrity policy.

If you have questions about what is or is not allowed, please ask
before submitting your work.

Representation Statement

I am committed to including a broad range of perspectives in the
readings and materials for this course. If you believe a critical voice is
missing, please let me know so I can improve the syllabus now and in
future offerings.

We must treat every individual with respect. We come
from many different backgrounds, and this variety of viewpoints is
fundamental to building and maintaining an equitable and inclusive
campus community. “Representation” can refer to the ways we iden-
tify ourselves—race, color, national origin, language, sex, disability,
age, sexual orientation, gender identity, religion, creed, ancestry, be-
lief, veteran status, or genetic information, among others. Each of
these identities shapes the perspectives our students, faculty, and
staff bring to campus. Promoting these varied viewpoints not only
fuels excellence and innovation but also advances the pursuit of jus-
tice. We acknowledge our imperfections while fully committing to the
work—inside and outside our classrooms—of building and sustaining a
campus community that embraces these core values.

Each of us is responsible for creating a safer, more inclusive envi-
ronment.

Unfortunately, incidents of bias or discrimination do occur, whether
intentional or unintentional. They contribute to an unwelcoming at-
mosphere for individuals and groups at the university. Therefore, the
university encourages anyone who experiences or observes unfair or
hostile treatment on the basis of identity to speak out for justice and
seek support—either in the moment or afterward. You can share your
experiences using the following resources:
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• Ethics Reporting Hotline
Submit an anonymous report by calling 844-587-0793 or visiting
cmu.ethicspoint.com.
All reports are documented and reviewed to determine whether
further action is needed. Regardless of the incident type, the uni-
versity will use your feedback to transform our campus climate into
one that is more equitable and just.

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities

If you have a documented disability and an accommodations letter
from the Office of Disability Resources, please discuss your needs with
me as early in the semester as possible. I will work with you to ensure
that accommodations are provided as appropriate. If you suspect you
may have a disability and are not yet registered with the Office of
Disability Resources, you can contact them at access@andrew.cmu.
edu.

Student Well-Being

The past few years have been challenging. We are all under significant
stress and uncertainty. I encourage you to find ways to move regularly,
eat well, and reach out to your support system—or to me at cervas@
cmu.edu—if you need help. We can all benefit from support during
stressful times, and this semester is no exception.

As a student, you may experience a range of challenges that inter-
fere with learning, such as strained relationships, increased anxiety,
substance use, feeling down, difficulty concentrating, or lack of moti-
vation. These mental health concerns or stressful events can diminish
your academic performance and reduce your ability to participate in
daily activities. CMU offers services that can help, and treatment does
work. Learn more about confidential mental health services available
on campus at:

• Counseling and Psychological Services: http://www.cmu.
edu/counseling/
Phone (24/7): 412-268-2922

Please remember that support is always available—don’t hesitate to
reach out.

mailto:access@andrew.cmu.edu
mailto:access@andrew.cmu.edu
mailto:cervas@cmu.edu
mailto:cervas@cmu.edu
http://www.cmu.edu/counseling/
http://www.cmu.edu/counseling/
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